
 LITTLE WITLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Page | 1  
 

 

The Minutes of Little Witley Parish Council 
Held at Little Witley Village Hall at 7.45pm on 14th January 2019 

 
Present: Cllrs Paul Cumming (Chair), Kay Wilson (Vice-Chair), Colin Bexley, Louise Slater,  
  Philip Owen, Pam Cumming 
 
In Attendance: Clerk, One member of the Public 
 

The meeting opened and then adjourned for Public Question Time, notes of which are appended to 
these minutes. 

 
19.01 Apologies 
 Cllr Jonathan Geach. Illness in the family. 
 County Councillor Dr Ken Pollock.  Multiple commitments 
 
19.02 Declarations of Interest 
 a. Register of Interests.  Councillors were reminded of the need to update their Register of  
  Interests. 
 b. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. None were made 
 c. Other Disclosable Interests. None were made 
 
19.03 Minutes.  The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12th November, 2018 were 
 amended and approved. 
 
19.04 County and District Councillors Reports 
 a. County Councillor Dr Ken Pollock 
  Dr Pollock’s report had been circulated in advance and the Clerk was instructed to make 
  the report available both on the website and to anyone asking for a copy. 
 
 b. District Councillor Paul Cumming 

Paul Cumming updated Councillors on the increasing support coming from Parish 
Councils in addition to those in the Woodbury and Baldwin wards for his “Infrastructure 
First” campaign.  This strongly opposed putting policies in the revision of the SWDP which 
made housing development a priority to the exclusion of bringing in the necessary travel 
route (s) infrastructure to cope with the increased traffic on this side of the river.  The 
traffic pressure trying to cross the river was very evident in the regular lengthy delays and 
queues of vehicles that were becoming longer during pressure points in the day. 
 
The Worcestershire Districts and the County have been selected for a pilot for the 
forthcoming of transferring more NNDR receipts to Councils. Over a one-year period this 
will result in the County receiving additional funding of some £5m for adult social care. 
 
The bin collections with the new fortnightly collection went well over the Christmas 
period. 
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19.05 Correspondence 
a. The Pride of Malvern Hills Award(s) nominations 

Councillors were provided with information to enable them to access the nominations 
page. 
 

b. Great British Spring Clean 2019 
Saturday April 6th, 2019 was provisionally set as the “village clean up” date as part of the 
Great British Spring Clean campaign for this year.  The campaign itself would be launched 
nationally in late January/early February. 
 
Once details such as timings etc were available, the event would be publicised.   
 

19.06 Public Rights of Way, Little Witley Parish 
 The Parish Path Warden (Sandra Cogshill) had advised the Clerk that her training with 
 Worcester County Council was scheduled to take place in early February 2019. Updates 
 will follow the training event. 
 
19.07 Highways 

a. Siting of grit bins on privately owned land.   Councillor Wilson would continue to work 
with this matter. Current Worcester County Council policy was to provide a grit bin, 
where appropriate, automatically should the land owner agree. 
 

b. Safer Roads Partnership re speeding curbs on the A443/Community Speed Watch. 
The Clerk had written to Safer Road Partnership following the approach to the 
Community Speed Watch training team (Warwickshire and West Mercia Police), which 
had resulted in permission being refused to have a Speed Watch team working along the 
A443, as the average speed exceeded 40 mph the upper limit on a road patrolled by any 
Community Speed Watch team. 

 
19.08 Lengthsman 

Chris Bunn (In2Out Maintenance) continues his work as Parish Lengthsmans to the Parish 
Councils satisfaction.  No new works were reported as being needed. 

 
19.09 South Worcestershire Development Plan 

a. Site ID CFS 0212 Well Lane, by Sewage Works 
Following the 2018 Call for Sites, there was one site identified for the assessment process 
within Little Witley’s parish boundaries. 
 

b. Other items 
See 19.04b – the argument against significant development on this side of the river 
without appropriate infrastructure being introduced ahead of any such proposed 
development. 

 

19.10 Planning 
 a.i. Enforcement 

Councillors had been advised that there was a new combined enforcement team 
(Wychavon District Council (WDC) and Malvern Hills District Council (MHDC)) to which 
suspected / alleged planning controls infringements could be reported.  

 
Chairman ……………………………………………………  Date 11th March 2019 



 LITTLE WITLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Page | 3  
 

 

 a.i. Planning Enforcement (continued) 
 
The team came into force on 1st October 2018 and had now advised the following 
contact details for the central support officer   
 
planningenforcement@malvernhills.gov.uk 
 

  Enforcement Support Officer (MHDC and WDC),  Tel: 01386 565321 
 
This team would deal with new cases.  Existing cases will continue to require liaison with 
the relevant case officer. 
 

a.ii. Planning Enforcement Summit – 31st January, 2019 
  Councillor Kay Wilson would be representing Little Witley Parish Council at this event, 
  reporting back after the event. 
 

 b. New applications for council comment -   (none) 
 c. Applications approved or rejected by MHDC Planning Committee  (none) 
 d. Applications awaiting decision by MHDC Planning Committee   (none) 
 
19.11 Finance 
 a. Payments made/to be made 
  Council agreed the payments as per the attached list 
 
 b. Parish Council Budget for the financial year 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 
 

The proposed budget was debated as per the attached spreadsheet. It was agreed that 
any budget for the year should be carefully managed, with a quarterly update to council 
on progress.  This was particularly relevant to the planned asset maintenance 
programme which was designed to both manage the council’s assets and to act on the 
2017-18 internal auditor’s advices to reduce the reserve fund. 
 

  The budget was proposed and seconded. Council agreed to the proposal (with all  
  present in favour). 
 
 c. Precept upon Malvern Hills District Council for the financial year 1st April 2019 to 31st 
  March 2020 
 

In line with the adoption of the budget, the continued maintenance of the current level 
of Precept was proposed and seconded.  Council agreed to a Precept upon Malvern Hills 
District Council set at £5,000.00. 

 
c.i. The Clerk was instructed to precept upon Malvern Hills District Council in the  sum 
 of £5,000.00 for the financial year 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 before 30th 
 January 2019 
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d. Councillors were advised of the invitation from Michael Hudson, Chief Financial 
 Officer, Worcestershire County Council to attend a Budget Engagement meeting at 
 County Hall on 23rd January 6pm  

 
19.12 Information Technology 
 a. Contact Form, Website. 

The Clerk reported that the contact form for the Parish Council Website was being 
subjected to considerable abuse.  Council directed the Clerk to work with the IT support 
professional to introduce a new level of security as a deterrent to non-serious users.   
Quotes for this work were to be bought to a future Parish Council meeting. 

 
 b. Gigabit Voucher Scheme 
  The Clerk was directed to place a link to this scheme on the website to draw attention 
  to the scheme’s existence 
 
19.13 Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting (8pm 13th May 2019 – Village Hall) 

Different format options for the Annual Meeting of the Parish of Little Witley were discussed.  
The Clerk was instructed to issue a variety of invitations within the Parish and externally to 
create a programme that ranged across Little Witley based groups, local police and others 
as appropriate.   The Annual Parish Meeting would precede the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council and there would be refreshment break between the two meetings. 
 

19.14 Projects 
 a. Clustering 

Councillor Colin Bexley updated the Council on progress to date.  Great Witley Parish 
Council had responded just before the meeting and confirmed that they were willing to 
work together, but felt they were adequately covered for many of the items proposed.  
It was trusted that Shrawley Parish Council would respond once they had held their 
meeting.  Councillor Bexley would continue his work with this project. 

 
 b. Notice Board – Well Lane 

Following the offer of repairs/overhauling of this old noticeboard by Mr Nicholls, the 
Council agreed to assist with financial support of the materials required to re-activate 
the board.  The level of financial support would be agreed once material costs were 
provided. 

 
19.15 Urgent Decisions None 

 
19.16 Clerks Items None 
 
19.17 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda None 
 

19.18 Date of next meeting. The next meeting date was confirmed as Monday 11th March 2019, 
 7.45pm in the Village Hall 

 

The Public and Press were asked to leave before Council proceed with Personnel Issues. 
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19.19 Personnel Issues 
The Council discussed issues relating to the Personnel issues following the Clerk’s 
presentations. 
 
The Council agreed to 
 
Support the Clerk in her decision to work towards professional accreditation through the 
Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA). This support would include proportional 
and phased financial element, the nature and duration of which would be outlined in a new 
clause that would be incorporated into the contract of employment through an addendum. 
 
Review the employment contract and staff protection policies in line with current National 
Association of Local Council (NALC) recommendations.  This review will be led by Cllr Louise 
Slater drawing on resources from within the Council, from WorcCalc professional staff and 
NALC as required. A presentation will be given back to Council later. 
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Attachments 

19.11a Payment Authorisations 

06.12.18 In 2 Out Property Maintenance Lengthsmans Work November 2018 £150.00 

06.12.18 Kym Wild 
Salary November 2018, Office 
Allowance  

£158.50 

06.12.18 -
04.01.19 

HMRC 
Payments in respect of PAYE 
deductions  

£104.00 

06.12.18 Information Commissioner ICO Data Certification £40.00 

04.01.19 Kym Wild 
Salary December 2018, Office 
Allowance 

£154.50 

04.01.19 In 2 Out Property Maintenance Lengthsmans Work December 2019 £144.00 

14.01.19 Kym Wild 
50% contribution towards Arnold 
Baker Reference Manual 

£55.00 

 

19.11b Parish Council Budget 1st April, 2019 to 31st March, 2020 

Income  Expenditure  

Precept £5000.00 Council Operations and Staff (inc. training, 
insurances, professional subscriptions, 
contingency, IT costs). 

£4239.00 

Interest £4.00 Planned Ground Works outside of 
Lengthsmans Scheme 

£245.00 

  Community Focussed Projects and Donations £520.00 

Reserves will be used to 
fund Asset Maintenance 
 

 Reserves will be used to fund Asset 
Maintenance  

 

Total £5004.00 Total £5004.00 

 



 

 

Appendices 
 
Public Question Time 
 
Mr A Nicholls asked the Parish Council not to remove the Notice Board in Well Lane as he was willing 
to repair the damage.   
 
In addition, he had already cleared around the Grit Bin that sits behind the notice board to make is far 
more accessible.  This was especially important as the Met Office had classified the West Midlands as 
Level 2 (60% likelihood of severe cold weather in the coming weekend). 
 
Mr Nicholls was thanked for his community focussed actions and offer.  This information was carried 
into Item 19.14. 
 


